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Here has come the day when salva-
tion will be completed, the great and
terrifying day. Because of the gloom
severity and grief of this day, the sky
was darkened in the middle of the
day, and the creation wept mourn-
ing the death of Christ. And here the
hour is approaching, and the soldiers
rush to flog and torture that Man who
was a threat to their authority, and a
reason to destroy the throne of their
safety! We find the priests concocting
lies after lies, to weave a malicious plot
in which to trap Jesus. Oh, how their
eyes were closed, not seeing that He is
the High Priest, who did not come to
abolish, but to fulfill!

After this play, they take him to Pi-
late, who orders him to be flogged,
while the Redeemer has all the au-
thority and power to command an an-
gel from heaven, to loosen his chains
and save him from this horrible tor-
ment. But the Only who is more beau-
tiful than all human beings, and whose
description exceeds all description,
and all words and every saying in Him
ended, we see Him as one who has no
beauty or sight, His face covered in
blood mixed with sweat and dirt. Oh
Jesus, all hearts were captivated by
this sight! Then I do not have to de-
scribe and comprehend the cruelty
and brutality of the soldiers, where
is their conscience? How could they
bear this sight in front of them and
not cover their faces, or shed a sin-
gle tear? Rather, they were laughing
and mocking all the harshness and
persistence. After that, they forced
Him who has the first and last word,
to carry a heavy cross over his body,
which was almost dead, and went on
the path of pain, here he puts Golgo-
tha before his eyes and walks with
determination towards fulfilling the
pleasure of the Father. On the way, I
was surprised by the situation of those
crowds, whom it seemed that one of
them had bewitched them or casted
@eﬂs on them until they changed

th

eir position and changed their voice

Written by the editor-in-chief,
Monk Reverend

Gabriel EIOrshalemy

Jerusalem - Holy Land

from: “Hosanna” to “Crucify Him.”
Did they forget so quickly, did they
deny the One who walked among
them and healed patients, perhaps
they themselves were among them?
Finally, after effort and hardship, and
falling time after time, He arrived at
Golgotha, to the place where the crime
was committed, and behold, the hands
of the sinners pushed Him harshly to
the cross, fixing it with nails. He was
raised on the cross between earth and
heaven. And after horrible and painful
hours, which passed very slowly, Je-
sus cried out the great cry that shook
all around: “It is finished.” Yes, Christ
completed the work, completed the
salvation, completed the prophecies,
and completed the redemption. He is
a perfect Lord, and He does nothing
without being perfect.

Where are the disciples in this scene?
They were disappointed, their hope
was lost, so they retreated and left
Him alone. Indeed, how harsh are
these moments that broke His heart,
so how not, when He loved them, and
made them messengers of His love.

Christ bore all these pains: physical,
psychological, and spiritual for me and
for you. Imagine that, even if there was
no one else on this earth, God would
have provided this work specifically
for you! Doesn’t this burn your heart?

Good Friday and the morning of Resurrection

Doesn’t it make you jealous of His
name, and deterred every time you
commit a sin that wounds His sensi-
tive heart?

He opened His arms on the cross to
embrace you, to bring you back to
your comfort place. So remember eve-
ry time you look at the cross, that this
place was prepared for you, and that
this retribution and torment is your
reward. But He loved you to the end
and did not want you to perish. So do
you thank Him, appreciate Him, and
declare that He has possession? I wish
in this memory we would ask Him
to be the Lord and the King, and we
would live for Him carrying the cross
without fear or confusion, and testify
about His love, and kidnap souls who
hasten to perish

My beloved, the story did not end
with this gloomy scene, but with the
empty tomb and the wondrous morn-
ing of victory.

My eyes do not cry and do not shed
tears

After sadness and pain, after a night
when the heart was aching

After darkness, night, and cold, and
memories of scenes engraved in the
heart and ribs

Behold, Sunday morning, and the sun
shone in the quarters

The stone rolled, and the guards rose
up and were about to turn back

And an angel made the greatest an-
nouncement: “He is not here, He is
risen.” Jesus rose

Maryams, with amazement and joy,
set out to announce with a raised
voice:

“The Savior is risen, the Lord is ris-
en. Rejoice, ye disciples, rejoice, ye
crowds!”

The Lord rose and triumphed, de-
stroying the strongholds of the tomb
and enlightening its darkness

If He had not risen, we would not
have risen from our sins and cold
graves, and we would not have the
merit to stand before him!

(John 20)
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