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You know the feeling when you
are getting out of work so late to an
empty parking lot after a long and
cold wintery day, there is no one in
sight and you’re stressed from your
last conversation with your boss.
You try turning on your car, only to
discover that it has broken down.
You then make an hour long phone
call with your auto insurance com-
pany to fix your car. Soon after you
go home to prepare a meal for your
child who when you think your day
could not get any worse, just came
from school with a D in math and
science. It is already 9:00 pm and
you have to sleep in an hour to wake
up the next day at 6:00 am to catch
the train to work. You think about
waking up one hour earlier to work-
out before work, but you never have
time.

Then you go to your bedroom with
your head spinning from your morn-
ing conversation with your boss,
meeting your financial commitment,
and setting a plan for your kid’s aca-
demic needs. Sometimes you feel
that you are alone and tired, and that
your body is telling you to sleep. Un-
fortunately you feel like your mind
can’t keep up. You wish someone
could help you, but you remem-
ber the many times you have been
turned down by people in the past.

Fortunately, you are not alone. our
Lord Jesus mentions similar situ-
ation in Luke chapter 10 as “A cer-
tain man went down from Jerusalem
to Jericho, and fell among thieves,
who stripped him of his clothing,
wounded him, and departed, leav-
ing him half dead. Now by chance a
certain priest came down that road.
And when he saw him, he passed by
on the other side. Likewise, a Levite,
when he arrived at the place, came
and looked, and passed by on the
other side”

A beautiful turning point happens
to this man as our Lord Jesus contin-
ues the story, “But a certain Samari-
tan, as he journeyed, came where he
was. And when he saw him, he had
compassion. So he went to him and
bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil
and wine; and he set him on his own
animal, and brought him to an inn,
and took care of him”

The inn was the healing place for
the injured man! The inn was the
place in which the broken man gath-
ered strength from all the beating
in the world! The inn was the place
that the good Samaritan entrusted
the broken man in! The inn is the
safe haven for many!!

The inn is the church, which is
where key transformative moments
in our lives take place, and where
all the sacraments take place. From
the moment we are born from the
church with a new nature through
baptism, (Romans 6:4 “Therefore we

are buried with him by baptism into
Wmhz that like as Christ was raised
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up from the dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also should walk
in newness of life”) to the moment
we confess our sins and get rid of our
heavy burdens by returning to God
(1]John 1:9 “If we confess our sins he
is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from all un-
righteousness”); even till the day we

join our victorious church in heaven

with the fathers and the saints.

Just like the story of the good Sa-
maritan, everything in the Inn was
an expression of love. From the mo-
ment he checked in, he had a com-
fortable bed, a nice morning break-
fast, and extra money for the ride
back home freely handed to him.
The church follows the same con-
cept. Everything in the church is an
expression of love from getting us in
Paradise, paying our debts, giving us
His body and His blood, and allow-
ing us to enjoy the joy of His mercy,
His forgiveness, and His love.

God lives in my heart, why do I
need the church?

Some argue that since God dwells
in us, we don’t need to come to
church. St. Paul said, “God who
made the world and everything in
it, since He is the Lord of heaven and
earth, does not dwell in temple made
with hands” (Acts 17:24).

In the verse above and many similar
verses in the Bible, our Lord corrects
the misunderstanding that there is a
place and time of worship. In real-
ity, the Holy Spirit of God lives in
our hearts always and we experi-
ence His presence everywhere all the
time. (“...and teaching them to obey
everything I have commanded you.
And surely I am with you always,
to the very end of the age” Matthew
28:20.)

However, you will see that the
whole cycle of God’s dwelling in us
requires the Inn. Firstly, God comes
and dwells in us- “Do you not know
that you are the temple of God, and
that the Spirit of God dwells in you?”
(1 Corinthians 3:16). We receive the
Holy spirit through the Holy Myron,
which replaces the laying of hands
“Then Peter and John placed their
hands on them, and they received
the Holy Spirit” ( Acts 8:17).

Secondly, as we get bombarded
with life and its distractions, we
start quenching the Spirit within
us. This means that the work of the
Holy Spirit within us becomes lim-
ited till it diminishes if we continue
in our path, as it is written, “Do not
quench the Spirit” in 1 Thessalonians
5:19, and “grieve not the Holy spirit
of God” in Ephesians 4:30. We will
need to change our paths or in other
words to repent and confess because
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness”
(1John 1.9).

Thirdly, we will need to abide in
God to maintain His fire within us
“He who eats My flesh and drinks
my Blood abides in Me, and I in him”
(John 6:56).

The idea is that all three steps
above and many more, require the
Inn which is the church.

Not only that, but the commu-
nity of believers is essential in many
ways. In the second coming, the
Lord will say, “For I was hungry and
you gave Me food.... inasmuch as you
did it to one of the least of these My
brethren, you did it to Me” (Mat-
thew 25:35-45). The Inn opens for
us many doors to meet God whether
through serving the poor, the needy,
the lonely, or the rejected, etc.

Also, the church is where we gain
knowledge and reminders. It is a
place where we strengthen and sup-
port each other. “For where two or
three gathered together in My name,
I am there in the midst of them”
(Matthew 18:20). Thus, we need a
community of believers built on the
teachings and orders of God, “And
God has placed in the church first of
all apostles, second prophets, third
teachers, then miracles, then gifts
of healing, of helping, of guidance,
and of different kind of tongues” (1
Corinthians 12:28). This focuses on
the Inn, built on God, which was the
cornerstone and the teaching of the
apostles.

So God dwells in us, but the pro-

e

cess of initiating the dwelling of
God within us and the process of
renewal, maintaining, and growing
His dwelling within us requires the
church

What does it mean to be in the Inn?

To be in the Inn is to be part of
the church of God and to be an or-
gan of His body. We are part of the
same entity as angels, archangels,
principalities, powers, and authori-
ties. The same entity as the saints,
fathers, prophets, and apostles and
above all the head of the church is
our Holy God. Not only that, but we
receive the same Holy Spirit that our
fathers the apostles and disciples re-
ceived “when the day of Pentecost
had fully come they were all with
one accord in one place. And sud-
denly there came a sound from heav-
en, as a rushing mighty wind, and it
filled the whole house where they
were sitting. Then there appeared to
them divided tongues, as of fire, and
one sat upon each of them” (Acts 2:1-
3). We are of the same genealogy as
the apostles with the same power of
the Holy Spirit.

To be in the Inn is to be the saints
and fathers of this generation. To be
in the Inn is to be the hand of God
that comforts others as it experienc-
es His love and His victory. It means
to be the feet of Christ that lead peo-
ple to the heavenly Jerusalem, as it
has been following the footsteps of
Christ.

The Inn is a hospital full of patients
guided by the one true physician.
We are all patients in the same hos-
pital seeking healing from Him.

So no patient can claim to be a
doctor and no patient can complain
that the hospital is full of other pa-
tients. “If the whole body were an
eye, where would be its ability to
hear? If the whole body were hear-
ing, where would be the smelling?
“But now God has set the members,
each one of them, in the body just as
He pleased (1 Corinthians 12:17-18).

So what now?

We need to respond to His calling
by allowing His spirit in us through
church offered sacraments and be in
fire for His service “not lagging in
diligence, fervent in spirit, serving
the Lord” (Romans 12:11).

We must become active members
of the church; each one according
to his talents and gifts. Nothing will
heal us as much as working with
God on healing others for “The har-

vest truly is great, but the laborers
are few” (Matthew 9:37). /
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