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4 Every day, 1abor accompanies us.. )

Every day, God is with us

In all days... labor accompanies
us. Labor accompanies us in
the most honorable of our days,
Psalm 90:10. How much would
it accompany us in the most
despicable days?! During the
days of joy, we are exhausted
from the labor of responsibility,
and the days of sadness.. In
addition to what grief does to
a person’s heart; until his back
is bent, they are also associated
with the labor of hospitality’s
measures. It has been said about
man that he is “few days and full
of trouble.” (Job 14:1). In fact,
trouble destroys the outside,
but it builds up the inside of the
spiritual person.

Labor, whatever its kind,
whatever its source, and
whatever its amount..In all
days, it gives us maturity and
experience that protects us from
loss or deception, and the Holy
Bible says: “In all labor there is
profit” (Proverbs 14:23). We
learn not to set our eyes on labor,
but on the fruits of labor. For the
one who remembers the desired
fruits after being troubled, will
find in the cross that he carries all
day long to follow the Lord and
learn from it inner joy and outer
endurance until he sees with
sight or insight the fruits of labor

It was said, “Blessed is he who
labors for glory, because glory
remains,and fatigue passesaway...
And miserable is he who labors
for iniquity, because iniquity
remains, and weariness passes
away...”. The disappearance of
any kind of fatigue is a fact.

Let us strive, then, that the
labor be for the glory of God,
who does not leave us without
the consolation of the fruit that
multiplies to his account. God
sanctified his name, “For God is
not unjust to forget your work

Written by:
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and labor of love which you have
shown toward his name” (Heb
6:10). He is the one who will
give each one his “will receive
his own reward according to his
labor” (1Corinthians 3:8) and
calls out to all who are weary and
heavy laden, saying, “And I will
give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28)
At all times God is with us. It is
Emmanuel, “which is translated,
God with us.” (Matthew 1:23),
who said at the moment of his
ascension to heaven: “I am with
you always, even to the end of
the age” (Matthew 28:20).
This divine promise gives us
confidence, tranquility, and
fear... It gives us confidence that
all days will be on our side and
with us. Because as long as God
is with us, who is against us)
Romans 8:31, and He who
controls all things at all times
to work together for the good
of those who love Him Romans
8:28. With this confidence, He
gives us peace of heart, which,
even if it is hardened by wounds,

even from loved ones... fathers
or sons... friends or enemies...
relatives or strangers... bosses
or colleagues.... It gives us real
peace that turns the tears of the
pen into the smile of books, and
transforms the furnace of fire
was into a recreation park, and
transforms the appearance of
strife and quarrels into insight,
saying and testing the experience
of the prophet Elisha, “Those
who are with us are more than
those who are with them”
(2Kings 6:18) and calling out,
“With us is the Lord our God, to
help us and to fight our battles.”
(2Chronicles 32:8)

Our belief in the presence of
God with us all days fills our
seconds with piety and makes
us do a thousand accounts for
him who is invisible, his eyes are
brighter than the sun disc, “God
will judge the secrets of men.”
(Romans 16:2)

And the most wonderful thing
in the fear of God who is with us
is that we live by prayer... that is,
we talk to His Most Holy Majesty
in every way, on every occasion,
wherever we are and however we
exist.

The short, quick prayers that
come out of a humbled heart that
feels the presence of God with
him, with the hidden prayers,
and the public prayers... It is an
expression of thought and action
that speaks of the belief that God
is with us.

Isaac Newton (mathematician)
said: “With my telescope I can
look away at millions of miles in
space, but I can put the telescope
aside, shut the door of my room,
and bow on my knees in humble
prayer, and I see from the sky
more than all T can see with the
greatest telescopes... Because I
enjoy closeness to God Himself.”
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The Gender of God

N

Does God have a gender? Does God favor a certain gender?

God is beyond gender. In a conver-
sation with the Samaritan woman,
our Lord Jesus said, “God is a Spirit:
and they that worship Him must
worship Him in Spirit and truth,
John 4:24.” God is a Spirit and any
Spirit doesn’t have a gender. Thus,
our relationship with God is beyond
our physical experience and reason-
ing. We are not robots. Our being
is constantly searching for a fulfill-
ment, value, and hope. Thus, the
relationship with our creator is also
a spiritual one, in which our body is
used as an instrument to nourish or
fulfill the calls of the spirit. When a
sect from the Jews, Sadducees, came
as asked Jesus about the status of
married couple in heaven. Jesus re-
plied, “For in the resurrection they
neither marry, nor are given in mar-
riage, but are as the angels of God in
heaven, Matt 22:30.” In heaven, we
will be beyond gender .

The three economical councils of
the church (Nicaea, Constantinople,
and Ephesus) discussed Trinitar-
ian theology and Christology. The
debate was focused on the essence
of God. The essence of God or the
deity of God is a different essence
from humanity (we share an im-
age only). The debate regarded the
relationship of the three Godhead ,
recognizing that the divinity is be-
yond the essence of humanity from
gender, hunger, suffering, etc. The
gender of God was never a point of
discussion in the church history and
understanding, because the essence
of God is outside gender.

God created humanity as a whole
(male and female) on His own image
and likeness to rule over the earth
with a royal nature attributed to hu-
manity from God. “So, God created
man in His own image; in the image
of God He created him; male and
female He created them, Gen 1:27.”
The entrance of humanity to crea-
tion was a unique and highly hon-
orable. Gregory of Nyssa said, “Let
there be human.” See how worthy
you are! Our origins are not in an im-
perative. Instead, God deliberated
about the best way to bring to life
a creation worthy of honor.” There
is no distinction between male and
female in honor, value, and / or pos-
sessing the image of God. Both male
and female possess the image of God.

The association of God with a
specific gender comes in how God
revealed Himself in the Scripture
and in our Lord Jesus Christ. God

certain images to learn of His care,

Qoughout the Scripture gives us
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plan, and participation of humanity
in God’s attributes. For example,
there is a clear image that penetrates
the bible of God being our Father and
the Church is our mother. In the Old
Testament, “Is this the way you re-
pay the Lord you foolish and unwise
people? Is he not your Father, your
Creator, who made you and formed
you, Duet 32:6” And in Malachi 1:6
“If I am a father, where is the honor
due me? If [ am a master, where is
the respect due to me.” In the new
Testament our Lord Jesus made it
clear in the Lord’s prayer, “When-
ever you pray, say: Our Father, Lk
11:2> 'Whenever we pray to God,
we address Him as our Father, as we
were taught by Christ Himself. The
church, which is a representation of
the heavenly Jerusalem is our moth-
er, “but the Jerusalem above is free,
who is our mother, Gal 4:25.” This
also relates to the sacrament of bap-
tism. In the church, we call the bap-
tism room the womb of the church,
through the womb we are born into
the family of God. Another clear im-
age that the bible emphasizes is the
image of God as the bridegroom and
we are the bride (Ephesians 5). Itis
hard for a man to think of himself as
a bride for Christ. But Christ want-
ed to let us know that he paid our
dowry and purchased us with His
blood. “to feed the church of God,
which He has purchased with His
own blood, Acts 20:28.” God creat-
ed Adam first and out of Adam God

created Eve. In marriage both male
and female become one flesh “and
the two will become one flesh. So,
they are no longer two, but one flesh,
Mk10:8.> This exactly what Christ
is doing with humanity in the sacra-
ment of communion and in our eter-
nal marriage. “On that day you will
realize that I am in my Father, and
you are in me, and I am in you, John
14:20.” An image of us being part of
God and He isin us. St. Athanasius
said that God became man, so man
can partake of the divine. Every time
I am participating of the Eucharist,
I am becoming steadfast in my bond
with God. “He that eat my flesh and
drink my blood, dwell in me and I'in
him, John 6:56.”

Some points to the few feminine
images of God in the scripture to
pursue a feminine language for God.
These verses are few but convey an
important aspect. For example, “as a
mother comforts her child, so I will
comfort you, Isa 66:13” or “As the
eyes of amaid to the hand of her mis-
tress, so our eyes look to you, Psalm
123”, or “How often have I desired
to gather your children together as a
hen gathers her brood, Matt 23:37.”
And finally, “you forgot the God
who gave you birth, Deuteronomy
32:18.”

It was very common for a male to
attribute to himself certain feminine
character and vice versa to empha-
size certain attribute. For instance,
Paul in 1 Thessalonica 2:7 “Instead,
we were like young children among
you. Just as a nursing mother cares
for her children.” Paul attributes to
himself a mother like quality to ex-
press his love and care to the people
of Thessalonica. God found that no
greater love and care than that the
mother provides relate His care to
us. Actually, the verse of Matt 23:37
above, was mentioned by our Lord
Jesus Christ, who is attributing to
Himself a quality of a hen mother
that cares for her children. In Deu-
teronomy 32:6 “Is this the way you
repay the Lord you foolish and un-
wise people? Is he not your Father,
who has brought you?” We can also
see that the language of giving birth
was common to Father and mothers.
Every time a male image or a male
figure borrows a feminine image,
we see “as” or “like”, to emphasize
the borrowing of certain attribute.
Someone might say that this player
is as fast as a car. This is doesn’t
mean that this player is a car. There
is no way that a Jewish person or a
Christian person understood these

verses in a feminine sense, which is
evident in rabbinic teachings and
Church fathers. God doesn’t have
a gender, but God revealed Himself
in a muscular language to convey
certain images to us as our Father,
our shepherd, our bridegroom, etc.
Whenever we call Him, we pray and
say, “Our Father.”

Does God have a favorite gender?

From the beginning God created
both male and female in His image
and likeness. The only human that
had the privilege of carrying, giving
birth to, and raising our Lord Jesus
was St. Mary.  She kept many se-
crets in her heart and she is honored
more than angels and cherubim. The
first person that received the news
of the resurrection of Christ, in a cul-
ture where women witness was not
valued, was Mary Magdalene. The
greatest news that our faith is based
on was received by Mary Magdalene.
The Scripture speaks of Debora as a
warrior and judge of the Jewish peo-
ple. The most honored human being
in heaven is our mother Mary. So,
there is no favorite gender with God,
but images that are being conveyed.

The main issue comes with human-
ity suppression and oppression of
women, which should be resisted.
With men elevating themselves
above women in an oppressive way
that doesn’t reflect the love and sac-
rifice of Christ to the Church. “Hus-
bands, love your wives, just as Christ
loved the church and gave himself up
for her, Ephesians 5:25.” A man must
be willing to die on behalf of his wife
every day and living a sacrificial love
every day. The structure of a family
from the beginning needs a male and
female to function and to be fruit-
ful and multiply as commanded by
the Lord. “So, God blessed them and
said, “Be fruitful and multiply. Fill
the earth and govern it, Gen 1:28”
(unless God didn’t allow for repro-
duction).

It is important for us to keep the
images that God conveyed to us in
the Scripture as it points to the sac-
ramental life of the church and the
eternal bond with God. However,
it is also important to reject oppres-
sion and emphasize the value of hu-
manity as God created us with a roy-
al nature to rule and be His image on
earth. We are entrusted with ruling
the earth as the sun entrusted with
ruling the day. We are the light of
the world as our Lord is the source
of light. j
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