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The purpose here is not to write an analysis
of the personality of the Apostle Paul with
exposure to his influence on Christianity
and what was mentioned about him in its
history, but rather to study his way of serv-
ing as depicted in the Bible. If we consider
this source, we find that it has the following
characteristics:

First - His reliance on prayer

1. He greatly appreciated the church’s prayer for him.
So, we see him asking the Ephesians to be “18 Praying
always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit,
and watching thereunto with all perseverance and
supplication for all saints. 19 And for me, that utter-
ance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth
boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel, 20
For which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I
may speak boldly, as T ought to speak.” (Ephesians 6:18-
20), and he says to the Corinthians “11 as you help us
by your prayers.” (Corinthians 1:11) and to the Romans,
whom he had not seen yet: “I ask you, brothers, strive
with me in prayers” (Romans 15. :30) Thus he is asked
of the Thessalonians (5:25) and Hebrews (13:18).

Also, the apostle believes in performing the prayers of
the church in his service program. He says to Philemon
“22 because I hope to be restored to you in answer to
your prayers”.

Thus, the churches present the success of his minis-
try, thanks to God, who made them successful through
the requests that were made “11 You also helping to-
gether by prayer for us, that for the gift bestowed upon
us by the means of many persons thanks may be given
by many on our behalf.” (2 Corinthians 1:11).

2. The Apostle Paul spends the night and day praying
for the sake of the churches.. And whenever we notice
his repetition and his saying a lot about his prayer day
and night for the sake of the churches, we are over-
whelmed with amazement at this saint, the apostle
who did not leave an opportunity to pass but took ad-
vantage of preaching the word of God, which makes us
wonder when his physical comfort was, and when he
slept. But this is he who said by the grace of God “29
Who is weak, and I do not feel weak? Who is led into
sin, and I do not inwardly burn?” (2 Corinthians 11:29)

The apostle Paul always prays that the Lord will pre-
pare his way for him, so he says to the Romans “10 in
my prayers at all times; and [ pray that now at last by
God’s will the way may be opened for me to come to
you.” (Romans 1:10).

And he says to the Ephesians “15 For this reason, ever
since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and
your love for all God’s people, 16 I have not stopped giv-
ing thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers.”
(Ephesians 1:15-16)

And to the Thessalonians he says, “We give thanks
to God always for all of you, making mention of you in
our prayers” (1 Thessalonians 1:2), and for Colossians
he says “3 We give thanks to God and the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you,” (Colossians
1:3) and also “9 For this cause we also, since the day
we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire
that ye might be filled with the knowledge...” (Colos-
siansl:9) and for Philemon “4 I thank my God, making
mention of thee always in my prayers,..” (Philemon 4)

3. And the apostle prays a detailed prayer in which
he mentions the church’s needs.

He asks for the Ephesians a growth in grace, and
knowing that growth comes gradually, he tells them that
he first asks them for strength “to be strengthened with
might through His Spirit in the inner man.”

Then love.. “that you, being rooted and grounded in
love.. Then comes the realization of the depths of grace
and communion with the saints “may be able to com-
prehend with all the saints what is the width, length,
depth, and height.”

And since perception is comprehension, he asks them
to reach complete knowledge, i.e. experience, and per-
ception is imbibed, so recognition of nature is not only
of the mind, which leads to fullness “14 For this cause I
bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
15 Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is
named, 16 That he would grant you, according to the
riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by

his Spirit in the inner man;17 That Christ may dwell in
your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and ground-
ed in love, 18 May be able to comprehend with all saints
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what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height;
19 And to know the love of Christ, which passes the
knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness
of God.” (Ephesians 3:14-19).

And ask the Colossians “9 For this cause we also, since
the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and
to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of
his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10
That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleas-
ing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in
the knowledge of God; 11 Strengthened with all might,
according to his glorious power, unto all patience and
longsuffering with joyfulness;” (Colossians 1:9-11)

And he says to the Thessalonians “11 With this in
mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may
make you worthy of his calling, and that by his power
he may bring to fruition your every desire for goodness
and your every deed prompted by faith.” (2 Thessalo-
nians 1:11)

We also see him praying to have an opportunity to
preach (Romans 1:10) and to speak boldly (Ephesians
6:20) and pray for each individual (1 Thessalonians 1:2,
2 Thessalonians 2:11, 13)

Despite all this, the Apostle admits that he does not
know exactly what he is praying for “26 Likewise the
Spirit also help our infirmities: for we know not what
we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself
make the intercession for us with groanings which
cannot be uttered.” (Romans 8:26)

4. And as the apostle was; his disciples were likewise,
here he is describing his disciple Epaphras the Colos-
sian, saying “12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant
of Christ, salute you, always laboring fervently for you
in prayers, that ye may stand perfect and complete in all
the will of God.” (Colossians 4:12)

Second - His ardent zeal for
the salvation of souls

The desire to save souls reaches the point where he
wishes to ransom them with his life if possible “9 I say
the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bear-
ing me witness in the Holy Ghost, 2 That I have great
heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart. 3 For I
could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for
my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh:” (Ro-
mans 9:3)

And for this reason, he endured all things “10 There-
fore T endure all things for the elect’s sakes, that they
may also obtain the salvation..” (2 Timothy 2:10) and
was extremely enduring “26 In journeyings often, in
perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine
own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in
the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea,
in perils among false brethren; 27 In weariness and pain-
fulness, in watching often, in hunger and thirst, in fast-
ing often, in cold and nakedness.28 Beside those things
that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the
care of all the churches.” (2 Corinthians 11:26-28)

And he was anxious to enter souls through any le-
gitimate door that they liked, to bring them salvation
“19 For though I be free from all men, yet have I made
myself servant unto all, that I might gain the more. 20
And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that [ might gain
the Jews; to them that are under the law, as under the
law, that I might gain them that are under the law; 21
To them that are without law, as without law, (being
not without law to God, but under the law to Christ,)
that I might gain them that are without law. 22 To the
weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: I
am made all things to all men, that I might by all means
save some.” (1 Corinthians 9:19-22)

Third - Service:

Service is his life and without it his life on earth is super-
fluous. He feels fully responsible: “16; yea, woe is unto me,
if T preach not the gospel”” (1 Corinthians 9:16)

And he knows that God does not raise him in the body
except for the mission of serving souls “22 But if I live
in the flesh, this is the fruit of my labor: yet what I shall
choose I wot not.23 For [ am in a strait betwixt two, hav-
ing a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is
far better: 24 Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more
needful for you.” (Philippians 1:22-24).

And the affirmation of the believers in grace is the
source of his strength and life “8 For now we live, if ye
stand fast in the Lord.” (1 Thessalonians 3:8)
Fourth - Self-control:

He used to control himself as much as possible as nec-
essary in the eyes of people. As for the physical aspect,
he did not burden anyone, despite the need of his body
to rest after hard service “9 For ye remember, brethren,
our labor and travail: for laboring night and day, be-
cause we would not be chargeable unto any of you, we
preached unto you the gospel of God.” (1 Thessaloni-
ans 2:9) “33 I have coveted no man’s silver, or gold, or
apparel. 34 Yea, ye yourselves know, that these hands
have ministered unto my necessities, and to them that
were with me.” (Acts 20:33-34).

In the spiritual and bodily aspects, he says “27 But I
keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest
that by any means, when I have preached to others, I
myself should be a castaway.” (1 Corinthians 9:27) and
he says, “26 I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so
fight I, not as one that beats the air” (1 Corinthians
0:26).

Who else is more worthy to repeat when his end draws
near “7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my
course, I have kept the faith:” (2 Timothy 4:7)

Fifth - And he was an exempla-
ry shepherd:

1. He was interested in the groups between which
he served, and he did not give the word and leave it,
but despite his great preaching and the breadth of his
service, he did not neglect one of the churches at any
time, and this is not evidenced by his many trips, his
urgent desire to visit churches, his many messages,
and what he said about himself “28 besides the other
things, what comes upon me daily: my deep concern for
all the churches.” (2 Corinthians 11:28)

2. As he cared for the churches as groups, so he cared
for each individual individually “7 But we were gentle
among you, just as a nursing mother cherishes her own
children.” (1 Thessalonians 2:7) “11 as you know how we
exhorted, and comforted, and charged every one of you,
as a father does his own children,” (1 Thessalonians 2:11)

3. He was interested in the apprenticeship and train-
ing of servants, as he used to accompany his disciples
with him, raise them in spirit under his supervision,
until they mature, and then set them up in churches.
He did not rise Timothy on the church of Galatia or
Titus on the church of Crete except in the last trip af-
ter he was released from the prison of Rome. And he,
in turn, instructed them to wait in the ordination of
servants, “Do not lay hands on anyone hastily.” And he
requested in whom to be ordained, that he “not a nov-
ice, lest being puffed up with pride..”

Even the mission of evangelization that was adminis-
tered by the Messenger of the Nations brought forth a
group of excellent servants, among whom we mention:
Timothy, Silvanus, Sosthenes, Philemon, Onesimus,
Criskes, Titus, Tychicus, Aristarchus, and Epaphras, in
addition to two companions, Luke and Mark.

How much more the servants in the church should
follow the example of Paul the Apostle in his faithful,
careful and watchful service.
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What to say in Confession?

Confession is a holy time, dedicated to the act of rec-
onciling with God, and declaring my love for Him. It
renews my appetite for spiritual food that gives me the
energy to run to meet my Beloved. “I am my beloved’s
and my beloved is mine, He who feeds his flock among
the lilies”, Song 6:3. T am approaching God because of
His promises, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and
just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness,” 1 John 1:9.

Sin has a tendency to isolate us from God and from
those whom we love. If we decide to hide something
from our parents, then we start developing a rela-
tionship with the hidden sin, and therefore, isolate
ourselves from our parents. Similarly, sin isolates us
from God. Sin likes to be hidden, because once it is
revealed, it looses its effectiveness. We need to reveal
the sin, before it reveals our weakness.

All our special relationships such as friendship, mar-
riage and parenthood enjoy a hidden and secret as-
pect which we keep hidden and intimate. Our Lord
encourages us to hide our good deeds, so we can have
a special relationship with Him and reveal our sins, so
we declare the worthlessness of sin. “Be careful not
to practice your righteousness in front of others to be
seen by them” Matthew 6:1.

There is a beautiful story that illustrates the magni-
tude of confession time. An Orthodox Priest recount-
ed the story of a married Indian couple that loved each
other and grew in love together as they built their own
business. After many years of love and success, the
husband started to travel all over the world to support
the success of the business. Unfortunately, he was
tempted and ended up cheating on his wife during one
of his trips, and through time, his betrayal continued
to get worse. He became aggressive and abusive to his
loving wife as years of untaithfulness went on. His
wife always thought of their early years of their mar-
riage and repaid his abuse with love and kindness. She
reasoned with herself and concluded that he is work-
ing hard for the family and needs comfort in his home
from the stressful work environment. This only drove
his guilt more and made him even more abusive. Till
one day, he couldn’t take the feelings of guilt, anxi-
ety, and betrayal anymore. He wanted to enjoy the
pure love that he once enjoyed with first love but had
doubts on what could happen if he admits his unfaith-
fulness to his wife. One day, he had the courage to
admit all the years of betrayal to his wife. He told her
that he is willing to do anything to make up for his
mistakes. The wife was in tears hearing the details of
the unfaithfulness of her husband. Finally, she broke
her silence and said, “I forgive you,” while fountain
of tears continued to flow from her eyes. Confession
is the time when the soul desires to put an end to its
betrayal and isolation from God. It is the repair of our
distorted image and the active participation in God’s
plan for humanity.

Confession is not a session to chat about personal
problems or seek personal advice. It is not a venting
session with the priest. On the contrary, Christ is pre-
sent in time of confession, waiting for the return of the
human soul, so, “He ran to His son, threw His arms
around Him and kissed Him”, Luke 15:20. We are in
the presence of the endless mercies of God, capable of
forgiving the multitude of our sins. It is time of sub-
mission, self-reflection, victory of the new man, and
heavenly celebration. A moment of great embarrass-
ment, unworthiness and remorse mixed with hope-
fulness and joy. Many women cover their head at this
fearful time, some insist on kneeling down, and some
used to confess in public “Many of those who believed
now came and openly confessed what they had done”,
Acts 19:18. Public statements reflect the greatest con-
viction of people. A young man is more than happy to
get on one knee and make a public statement on social
media expressing his desire to marry his soon to be
bride. Christ made a public statement on the cross!
Admitting his powerful love and glorious Lordship on
the Cross at the greatest day of human failure! The ut-
most betrayal can only exist against the greatest love.
A true repentance is more ashamed of God’s love than
the priest or the apology offered to the brethren. It
doesn’t have pity on one’s self and it doesn’t seek per-
sonal excuses or justifications. Fr. Tadros Malaty said
“The moments of confession are moments at the feet
of the Crucified, where you and the priest would enjoy
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His wondrous work.”

“Whoever conceals their sins does not prosper, but
he one who confesses and renounces them finds mer-
cy”, Proverbs 28:13.

Before confession:

@ Make sure to spend enough time reflecting on the
obstacles that prevent you from having free speech
with God - (the obstacles to prayer)

® Pray the prayer of repentance and/or the prayer
before confession from the Agpeya

@ Pray that God may give wisdom to the priest and
guidance from his mout

@ Stand in silence for a few minutes before God

@ Try to maintain your silence from the moment of
prayer till you sit for confession - avoid your phone,
talking, joking, etc.

During Confession:

@ Start with the heaviest sin first, so you can clear
your mind for the rest of the confession

® Recognize that you are speaking with Christ.
Some people vocalize this understanding stating “Ab-
solve me father, for I have sinned against my Lord Je-
sus Christ...”

@ Confess your sins at the feet of the Crucified

@ Don’t leave while you can still recall sins in your
mind. Repentance is not about the individual sin, but
the overall relationship with God

@ Don’t give many details regarding the sins

e Don’t %ocus the time of guidance on the past, but
rather on the future

@ Make sure you seek spiritual canon from the priest
during confession

@ Prayers (specially morning and night)

@ Bible readings (It is good to read less and mediate
more)

@ Spiritual exercises (mediation, reading, prostra-
tions, silence, service, etc.)

® Weekly meetings

® Frequency of communion, fasting, and prostra-
tions

® Memorization (verse, psalm, etc.)

Below is a list of items that could
help in self-judgment and reflec-

tion:

@ Relationship with people

® Anger, contention, lustful relationships, insults,
bad company, bullying, aggressiveness, pride, vio-

\

lence, hardness, hypocrisy, cheating, injustice, being a
stumbling block, adultery, love of praise, wishing evil
for others, gossiping, rejoicing in evil, lying, foolish
conversation, bad words, swearing, disclosing secrets,
showing off, bad jokes, wearing revealing clothes,
stealing, hatred, abusive behavior, disobedience (spe-
cially to parents), not fulfilling promises, selfishness,
envy, jealousy, blaming others, Eeing embarrassed of
family members, bad intensions, spreading negativ-
ity, bad attitude, lack of respect to others (specially
elders), rudeness, etc.

Relationship with self

@ Hopelessness, despair, pride, smoking, alcohol, ad-
dictions, gambling, comparing myself to others, unrea-
sonable use of Vigeogames, social media, and phones,
holding grudges, listening to worldly music, gluttony,
wasting time, stealing the glory of God, pornography,
lustful sins, listening to rumors, gossip, judgment
of others, and inappropriate conversations, love of
praise, impatience, Eaziness, carelessness, self-excuses,
self-pity, entitlement, lack of compassion, self-right-
eousness, stubbornness, negligence, bad intensions,
attachment to the world, etc.

Relationship with God

@ Lack of prayer, mediation, bible reading, and com-
munion, not paying tithes, saying the Lord’s name
in vain, not honoring the poor, the widow, and the
needy, lack of fasting, service, spiritual reading, and
participating in church services, stealing the glory of
God, complaining, blaming God, lack O%reverence in
the presence of God, not doing good deeds (love, giv-
ing, caring, forgiving, helping, etc.), not fulfilling the
commandments of God, doubting His promises, dis-
tractions in prayer, not respecting the house of God,
unthankfulness, fear, etc.

Don’t turn this extremely sensitive moment at the
feet of Christ to enumerating sins, but rather let your
confession reveal your deepest heart’s desire. We are
seeking foremost a relationship with the Trinity. Fr.
Tadros mentioned that in his opinion, the worst sin
that we should consider is not realizing our mission as
we properly should.

Fr. Bishoy Kamal, of blessed memory, confessed that
during his 40 days in the monastery, while he was pre-
Earing for priesthood, he discovered a hidden sin in

is heart. He noticed that he was seeking the virtue of
humility, because he wanted to imitate the great he-
roes of faith and not because this virtue would hel
him to get closer to God. He was seeking humility for
the wrong reason. Who would have thought of this
as a sin? There are a lot of self-discoveries initiated by
God in the time of repentance. We should surrender
ourselves to Him completely in this precious time.

Many people reduce their relationship with God to
a relationship with sin. For example, one might feel
self-righteous if they managed to stop the sin of lust,
but faﬁ into despair if they fail. Our relationship with
God is much deeper than falling in sin or carrying out
spiritual exercises. We are not seeking to follow cer-
tain rules of “dos and don’ts”, rather we are seeking
a relationship with God. Thus, we should seek Him
whole heartedly in prayers, scripture, and sacramental
life, regardless of our lowly state. In my prayers, [ am
interested in meeting God rather than completing my
spiritual canon. God knows the weakness of man but
wants us to freely accept His love and His work in our
life daily, since true love is not violent, but rather gen-
tle and persistent.

After Confession:

Offer a thankful prayer to God for His open adoption
and arms to worst sinners. Praise Him for giving you a
new beginning and a new birth.

Elevate your thoughts to heavenly work, asking
yourself: What is your mission? What do you want
me to do, O Lord (Acts 9)? How can I share this joy
with the world? What are the angels and my heavenly
family doing in response to my repentance? How can
become less attached to the Worlg? How can I grow in
fulfilling the commandments of God? How can I com-
municate with God at all times?

Celebrate the Holy Sacrament to enjoy the kingdom
within you, the continuation of your heavenly proces-
sion, and the union with the bridegroom. May God
bless you.

Review: College youty
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Our world is plagued with fear, immoral-
ity, selfishness, war, and many other types of
sin. As a result, some have lost hope in God’s
goodness while others have become apathetic
to sin. St. Paul in his first epistle to the Cor-
inthians speaks of the serious consequence of
sin when he states, “Do you not know that the
unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of
God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators,
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals,
nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor
drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will
inherit the kingdom of God” (1 Cor. 6:10).

Sin is death and my sin excludes me from the
kingdom of God. But thanks be to God, Jesus
is life and He washes away my sin. St. Paul em-
phasizes this point in the continuation of the
previous verse, "And such were some of you.
But you were washed, but you were sancti-
fied, but you were justified in the name of the
Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.” No
matter the previous shortcomings, Christians
should never lose hope in Christ’s redemptive
power to forgive and blot out their sins. Fur-
thermore, the Christian does not normalize sin
- the Christian conquers sin by the power of
the cross! In this article, I would like to share
three ways how Christians can conquer and be
victorious over sin.

First y the Christian conquers sin through
continuous repentance and struggle. There is
no war without battle, and there is no victory
without challenge. The Christian, therefore,
must first resolve to fight against sin with
all their strength. In the Epistle to the He-
brews, St. Paul chastises the Hebrews because
“[they] have not resisted to bloodshed, striving
against sin” (Heb. 12:4). The question for us is:
To what extent do I fight against my carnal
desires? Am I willing to delay my instant grati-
fication from sin in order to protect my purity
and chastity? The great martyrs of the Church
shed their blood in order to resist idolatry, and
we should do the same.

Too many people also have the wrong idea
about what it means to be “victorious over
sin.” The definition of “victory over sin” does
not only mean that [ have not committed a sin
for a period of time. Victory of sin is rising up
from my fall, it is offering genuine repentance
regardless of how many times I fall. King Solo-
mon, in his wisdom, says, “For a righteous man
may fall seven times and rise again..” (Prov.
24:16). In the eyes of the world, this would
be considered an utter defeat - the scorecard
would read 7-1. Yet, in the eyes of God, the
score reads 0-1, because rising once eliminated
the devil's seven points. Therefore, defeat is
not assessed by how many times I fall, rather
victory is determined by how many times I
rise. Despite living his entire life in sin, De-
mas the thief was victorious over sin because
he repented in his last moments on the cross.

over sin because of his frequent confessions.

Crnﬂarly, St. Moses the Strong was victorious

Victory against Sin
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Fr. David G. Hanna
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Church of Chicago, IL, USA

These examples show us that victory over sin
is achieved by struggling, fighting, and rising
up from our previous falls.

Second y the Christian is victorious over
sin through fasting and prayer. The passions of
the flesh are relentless and overwhelming, but
my human will, despite my good intentions, is
weak and frail. St. Paul explains this dilemma
in Romans 7 when he wrote, “For the good that
I will to do, I do not do; but the evil I will not
to do, that I practice. Now if I do what I will
not to do, it is no longer I who do it, but sin
that dwells in me” (Rom. 7:19-20). This rag-
ing internal conflict led St. Paul to conclude,
“O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver
me from this body of death? T thank God—
through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 7:24-
25). The weak human will is strengthened
through fasting and prayer to God. St. John
the Short highlights the importance of fasting
and prayer in the following two sayings from
The Sayings of the Desert Fathersl:

“If a king wanted to take possession of his
enemy’s city, he would begin by cutting off the
water and the food and so his enemies, dying
of hunger, would submit to him. It is the same
with the passions of the flesh: if a man goes
about fasting and hungry the enemies of his
soul grow weak.”

“T am like a man sitting under a great tree,
who sees wild beasts and snakes coming
against him in great numbers. When he can-
not withstand them any longer, he runs to
climb the tree and is saved. It is just the same
with me; I sit in my cell and I am aware of evil
thoughts coming against me, and when I have
no more strength against them, I take refuge in

N

God by prayer and I am saved from the enemy.”

Fasting and prayer are the means by which
a man becomes full of the Holy Spirit and be-
comes united with God. Fasting and prayer
elevate a carnal man to a spiritual man as we
pray in the Fraction of the Great Lent in the
Divine Liturgy, “Fasting and prayer are those
which raised Elijah to heaven...” Sin cannot be
conquered with the sheer strength of human
will. Tt is God’s power granted through fast-
ing and prayer which expels demons (cf. Mark
9:29) and conquers sin.

Thil‘d, the Christian conquers the devil
through humility. A demon once asked St.
Macarius: “What is your power, Macarius,
that makes me powerless against you? All that
you do, I do, too; you fast, so do I; you keep vig-
il, and T do not sleep at all; in one thing only do
you beat me.” Abba Macarius asked what that
was. He said, ‘Your humility. Because of that I

can do nothing against you.” 1

Humility is the recognition that we are from
the dust of the earth; therefore, a humble per-
son detaches themselves from the things of
this world. A truly humble person does not
seek vainglory or carnal desires, so the humble
person is shielded from the attacks of the dev-
il. St. John Chrysostom illustrates this point
beautifully in one of his letters to St. Olympia.
He writes:

Everything else is dust and smoke. For what
is grievous about being in prison and being
bound with a chain? What is grievous about
suffering wretchedly, when suffering wretch-
edly is the basis for such great gain? What is
grievous about exile? What is grievous about
the confiscation of one’s property? For these
words are empty of anything fearful; they are
words empty of pain. And if you speak of death,
you speak of a debt due to nature that everyone
must submit to, even if no one afflicts you. And
if you speak of exile, you speak of nothing else
but seeing [another]| land and its many cities.
And if you speak of the confiscation of one’s
goods, you speak of liberty and being loosed

[from the burden of those things]|.2

Only a humble person can view such terrible
injustice and circumstances positively. In this
manner, humility renders the attacks of the
devil ineffective. Furthermore, a humble per-
son, conscious of their origin from dust, eas-
ily recognizes their weakness and dependence
on God. A humble person struggles and fights
against the devil, admits their faults in repent-
ance and confession, and obeys the Lord’s
command to fast and pray.

I hope and pray that these three ways will
help us in our Lenten journey to experience
victory over sin.

1- The Sayings of the Desert Fathers. Kalama-
z00: Cistercian Publications, 1975.

2- John Chrysostom. Letters to Saint Olympj
16.

a.
Yonkers: St Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 2016
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" The Limits Of Hope In God’s Mercies

What are the limits of hope in the mercies of God?

Is the true Christian entitled to consider himself the guarantor of the kingdom?

My brethren, do you ask about the limits
of hope in God’s mercies? In fact, this hope
has no limits. As much as God’s mercies are,
so is hope in them. As long as God’s mercies
are unlimited, so also hope in God’s mercies
is unlimited. Hope is one of the three great
virtues. As a whole, it is a virtue that grows
in a person until it reaches relative perfec-
tion in him. Hope does not reach its fullness
unless it is free of all doubt and proven with
certainty. The confidence of hope comes
from two things, one of which is related to
God, and the second to man himself. As for
hope on the part of God, it is based on faith
in God’s attributes and his previous dealings
with us, and the atonement of his blood, and
his promises. Among the attributes of God is
that He is unlimited in His mercy, compas-
sion and forgiveness, “Do I have any pleasure
at all that the wicked should die?” says the
Lord God, “and not that he should turn from
his ways and live?” (Ezekiel 18:23). Also, He
is a lover, with whom love reached the point
of being crucified for us and dying as a human
being, and His previous dealings prove to us
these qualities... and His blood’s atonement
is unlimited, sufficient to forgive the sins of
the whole world from the beginning of the
ages to their end. As for His promises, they
are many that open the doors of hope wide to
the repentant.

+ Thisis one of the angels of hope, and who-
ever looks from it; radiates hope. The other
angle is the person himself. The loss of hope
for man may come from looking at his sins,
and as Cain said, the first sinner among the
children of Adam “My punishment is greater
than I can bear.” (Genesis 4:13). As it hap-
pened to Judas when he went and strangled
himself “Then he threw down the pieces of
silver in the temple and departed, and went
and hanged.” (Mathew 27:5) or the opposite
may happen to come to man - out of pride or
out of ignorance - a false hope in terms of his
self-righteousness!.. and the issue needs to be
distinguished (notable).

+ In the natural growth of hope, it is
known that a person’s relationship with God
begins with fear and ends with love. It has
been said that the root of wisdom (that is,
the principle of wisdom) is the fear of God.
But man gradually progresses until his rela-
tionship with God becomes a relationship of
love, a relationship of emotions, feelings and
feelings that go beyond the scope of the law
and commandments to the rule of the sensi-
tive heart, where there is no fear, and hope
in an atmosphere of pure love can reach its
perfection. Concerning this, our teacher John
the Evangelist says, “This is how love is made
complete among us so that we will have con-
fidence on the day of judgment: In this world
we are like Jesus. There is no fear in love. But
perfect love drives out fear, because fear has
to do with punishment. The one who fears is

Written by the editor-in-chief,
Monk Reverend

Gabriel ElOrshalemy
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not made perfect in love.” (1 John 4:17-18).
++ +

+ Here comes your second question, and
we can put it in another way: Can a Chris-
tian who has reached the depth of true hope
be considered a guarantor of the kingdom? I
want to say “yes”, but the answer needs pre-
cautions and care in order to be sound. The
answer is yes, because before me a clear ex-
ample is Paul the Apostle, who was able to say
while he was still in the world, “Now there
is in store for me the crown of righteous-
ness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge,
will award to me on that day-and not only
to me, but also to all who have longed for his
appearing.” (2 Timothy 4:8). This Paul, who
also said in his epistle to Philippians, “whose
names are in the book of life.” (Philippians
4:3). But this is a high degree, my brother. He
may hear such words from a man like Paul
the Apostle, who ascended to the third heav-
en, and for whom God feared from the many
revelations. Paul, whom Christ spoke orally,
who spoke in tongues more than all, and
who performed many signs and wonders. As
for the average Christian, he should be very
careful in saying such a thing and not throw
it in vain. Remember the story of the demons
who chased after the soul of Abu Makar the
Great, while they said to him, “You are saved,
Makar,” and how he did not tell them that he
was saved by the grace of Christ, until after
he entered the kingdom!

+ A man who says, “I have secured the
kingdom.” Is a person who has done all that
he can do and in the depth of hope believes
that God complete the rest. And Paul did not
say this phrase until he was bidding farewell
to the present world, and therefore he said
immediately before it “But I discipline my
body and bring it into subjection, lest, when
I have preached to others, I myself should
become disqualified.” (1 Corinthians 9:27),
if Paul, the man of revelations, had said this.

~

What do we say?! Yes, what do we say, who
have been commanded by the Lord, say-
ing, “So likewise you, when you have done
all those things which you are commanded,
say, ‘We are unprofitable servants. We have
done what was our duty to do.” (Luke 17:10).
We, my brother, are still in struggle and we
do not know what the end of our life will
be. From early on.. Perhaps like the fool Ga-
latians, we will have started with the spirit
and completed with the body (Galatians 3:3),
so may the Lord have mercy on us all. How
dangerous is the phrase “I have secured the
kingdom” for us. Rather, it is better for us to
listen to what the apostle said “Therefore let
him who thinks he stands take heed lest he
fall.” (1 Corinthians 10:12).

+ This true Christian who did all righteous-
ness, and was perfected in his grace our Lord
Jesus Christ, does he guarantee the kingdom?
Theoretically guaranteed. Doctrinally guar-
anteed. This is for the moment it is. Because
a religion that does not guarantee the king-
dom of man, it is not right for anyone to em-
brace it. This person was made an atonement
for his sins by the blood of Christ. All his old
sins were blotted out by Christ through the
mediation of baptism and repentance. As for
the past, he has a perfect hope that knows no
doubt that God will forgive him, no matter
how heinous his sins are, because God’s mer-
cy extends to him with respect to the pre-
sent, but what about the future, then, about
his weak nature, and being capable of error
and change at all times? What about his en-
emy who watches over his death, who roars
like a lion seeking prey? What about the sin
that left many wounded, and all its slain are
strong? How can he secure himself in the
midst of all this?!

+ He guarantees God’s promises, but he
does not guarantee the freedom of his own
will, which may be inclined to evil, so he
will err and may not repent and perish in his
sin. Therefore, with his great hope in God’s
mercies, he should proceed with caution
and listen to the words of the apostle.. “And
if you call on the Father, who without par-
tiality judges according to each one’s work,
conduct yourselves throughout the time of
your stay here in fear;” (1 Peter 1:17), and also
“Therefore, my beloved, as you have always
obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now
much more in my absence, work out your
own salvation with fear and trembling” (Phi-
lippians 2:12), but if the heart of that person
grows large, and believes that he has ar-
rived, and that there is no power for sin on
him, he will not make mistakes in the future,
and from himself he does not fear anything;
therefore, because of this pride he will perish.
My brother, the blood of Christ has guaran-
teed us the kingdom if we are pleased with
the merit of this blood. May we sinners be
worthy!!
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