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1) Introduction

«Do not love the world or the things in the
world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the
Father is not in him. For all that is in the world,
the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and
the pride of life is not of the Father but is of the
world. And the world is passing away, and the
lust of it¢ but he who does the will of God abides
forever» (1 John 2:1517-).

In multiple occasions, Our Lord warned us
from loving the world. He taught that we are
NOT of this world just as He is not. Our beloved
Church exhorts us in every Liturgy after the
readings of the Catholic Epistles with the same
message.

But why should we, Christians, not love the
world?» lets find out.

2) Becauseof What
the World is

- The «World» in this passage

+ It is NOT the «physical world» i.e. God>s
creation for it is «very good»

«Then God saw everything that He had made,
and indeed it was very good» (Gen 1:31).

+ It is NOT the «<human world» i.e., mankind
for God Himself loves the world of men «For
God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have everlasting life»
(John 3:16).

So what is the world that we are called
NOT to love?

+ It is the world of «sin», the world of «evil»
i.e., the «sphere» in which sin, evil, and Satan
dominates. Just as the phrase «the world of
sports» describes the domain in which sports
dominates, so this «world» is one in which sin
dominates

- According to the passage, three Things in
Particular Make up this « World»

1. «The lust of the £flesh»

-Sexually (fornication, adultery,
licentiousness)

- Socially (hatred, contentions, jealousies)

2. «The lust of the eyes»
- This can be summed up in one word:
«covetousnessy» or «materialism»

3.«The pride of lite»

- This would include pride based upon such
things as past

status, power...etc
k& Noteworthy Observation...

accomplishments, money,

Bishop Youssef
Bishop Coptic
Orthodox Diocese
of the Southern
United States

Each of these three things often strikes harder
at different times in our life:

+ The YOUNG are most often affected by the
«lust of the flesh»

+ The MIDDLE-AGED are usually afflicted by
the «lust of the eyes»

+ The AGED are likely to be plagued with the
«pride of life»

Whether it is immorality,
pride, it is still part of the «world» we are not

materialism or

to love!

Why else should we not love the
WORLD????

3) Because of What Loving the World Does.

- It Makes it Impossible to Love the Father.

The passage states that if anyone loves the
world, the love of the Father is not in him.

St John is not the only one to say that if we
love the world, we cannot love the Father. Lets
examine the other passages in the scriptures
that speak to this truth.

«Do you not know that friendship with the
world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore
wants to be a friend of the world makes himself
an enemy of God» (James 4:4).

«No one can serve two masters! for either he
will hate the one and love the other, or else he
will be loyal to the one and despise the other.
You cannot serve God and mammon» (Mt 6:24).

In order to understand why loving the world
makes it impossible to love the Father, we need
to first define the love of the Father.

According to St. John, the love of the Father
means keeping His commandments, «For
this is the love of God, that we keep His
commandments» (1 John 5:3).

- It We Love the World, We Can Not Keep His
Commandments

Examples:

+ If you are overcome by «lust of the eyes»,

you will not keep God>s command to help the
needy. Consider this verse

«But whoever has this world>s goods, and sees
his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from
him, how does the love of God abide in him?»
(1]John 3:17).

+ If you are filled with «the pride of life», you
will consider yourself more important than
others. You wont be able to keep the command
to imitate Christ. Consider this verse.

«Let nothing be done through selfish
ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind
let each esteem others better than himself.
Let each of you look out not only for his own
interests, but also for the interests of others.
Let this mind be in you which was also in
Christ Jesus» (Phil 2:35-).

Why else should we not love the
WORILD????

4) Because of Where
the World is Going.

- According to the Passage, The World is
Passing Away

Consider these verses:

«Because «All flesh is as grass, and all the
glory of man as the flower of the grass. The
grass withers, and its flower falls away» (1 Peter
1:24).

«Whereas you do not know what will happen
tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a
vapor that appears for a little time and then
vanishes away» (James 4:14).

- In Contrast, He who Does the Will of God
Abides Forever.

Even his/her «works» will follow them

«Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from
now on.» (Yes,» says the Spirit, that they may
rest from their labors, and their works follow
them» (Revelation 14:13).

§) CONCLUSION

Let us live in the world while preventing the
world to live in us. Let us be «a spring shut
up and a sealed fountain» from the world of
sin (Songs 4:12) while remembering that our
citizenship is in heaven (Phil 3:20)

If we carefully consider what the world is,
what loving the world does and where the world
is going, we will understand why we are called
to «Not Love the World».

It important to note that the journey does
not end here. Not loving the world is just the
beginning of a greater purpose in our life

-

Loving the Father, that is.
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ﬂ'ﬁghlights of the Biblical Message\ / Lernen durch \
The book of Joshua Wiederholung

The book of Joshua is the first
of the twelve books of history
(Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 12- Samuel,
12- kings, 12- Chronicles, Ezra,
Nehemiah, and Esther). The
books of history describe the
settlement of the Israelites in

Vor einiger Zeit haben wir uns mit
dem bildlichen Abholen von Lernenden
auseinandergesetzt (Juli Ausgabe).

Auch in Matthius 7,

the promised land , transition of 9- 12 und Lukas 11, 11 MIChele Rlad
moving from ruling by Judges to -13 wird ein fassbarer Ein Diener aus der Kolner
rule by kings. The time period of Gemeinde

Umstand, als Beispiel
oder Sinnbild fiir die

Beziehung zu Gott verwendet: «Wenn schon ihr, die ihr bose

change represented by the history
books covers about 700 years. The
book of Joshua represents the first
25 years of that period, and marks

N

the flfilment of thelexodis of | seid, euren Kindern gebt, was gut ist, wie viel mehr wird euer
the Israelites from Egypt to the Fl'. Tawa dl'OS Vater im Himmel denen Gutes geben, die ihn bitten»? (Mt 7,
pronusefl land. The bo?k BTl T. Abd-Ma [‘iam 11) Hier lernen wir Vertrauen und bedingungslose Liebe Gottes
many miracle-filled episodes: . .
; Coptic Orthodox Priest kennen. Denn er will nur das Beste fiir uns. Des Weiteren
1- The crossing of the Jordan
river. HU", UK kann ich hier Verse wie Matthdus Kapitel 6 Verse 8 ,26 und 32
2- Circling of the city walls, verwenden. Denn hier heifdt es «denn euer Vater weifd, was ihr
with the Ark of the Covenant, in * Death of Joshua and Eleazer e . : .
. ) , braucht noch ehe ihr ihn bittet» , wenn es um das Bild mit den
the battle of Jericho. + Burial Of Joseph'’s bones. The

3- The day the sun stood still, Vogeln geht «euer himmlischer Vater ernihrt sie. Seid ihr nicht

when Joshua defeated Adonizedek
the king of Jerusalem, and four

book of Joshua in its entirety is a

prophecy for the coming Saviour viel mehr wert als sie»? In Vers 32 und 33 sagt Jesus zu seinen

other Amorita kings, in the battle Jesus Christ, Both Joshua and Jesus Zuhorern: «Euer himmlischer Vater weif?, dass ihr das alles
of Gibeon. are spilled and mean the same braucht. Euch aber muss es zuerst um sein Reich... gehen, dann

4- The people began to eat the «THE LORD SAVES» Learnings wird euch alles andere dazugegeben». Hier wird eine Lehre, ein
produce of the new land, thus e .

_ _ from the book of Joshua: Glaubenssatz hervorgehoben. Eine Uberzeugung durch einen

halting the daily supply of Manna.

5- On Devine instructions, 1~ The secret of Joshua’s success dieser einfachen Sitze deutlich gemacht.
Joshua leads the Israelites In was in being strong, brave and Was lernen wir hier dariiber wie der Mensch lernt? Neben

carrying the Ark of The Covenant obedient to God (1:5- 8), the Same

around Jericho for 6 days, on ¢ that T
the 7th day the Israelites march rtiaflbiBpl i e 2L sagt. Es geht um die Wiederholung von leicht zu merkenden

around the city seven times, 2- Despite Rehab’s past, God
causing the wall to fall. It is knew her heart was open to Him,
believed that Joshua himself, or and used her to help the Israelites
a scribe under his instructions

penned most of the book. Joshua
was born in Egypt, and served as

dem «was» Jesus sagt lernen wir auch dariiber, «wie« er es

Lehrsédtzen. Jesus wiirde, wenn er nicht auch zu mir in Bildern
reden wiirde, sagen: «Wenn du dem Menschen etwas Wichtiges

) ) _ mitteilen mochtest, so formuliere kurze Merksidtze, wiederhole
win the victory over Jericho ( 2:1-

14), thils shows that God will hilp sie, und verwende Sinnbilder. Lehren funktioniert auch iiber

Kommunikation». Des Weiteren macht er sich auch hier selbst

a personal attendant to Moses us if we start fresh regardless of
in Mount Sinai, before Moses the past. zum Vorbild, sowohl in seiner Lehrer-Rolle, «wie» er also redet,
death he was commissioned as 3- The Israelites may have felt als auch in dem «was» er zu sagen hat.
successor, and led the people to ) _ . ; : . o
: : foolish, to march around the city, Was sind also Jesu «Lehr» -weisen im Einzelnen’ Die

Canaan. Rehab was introduced in
chapter 2 of the book, as a sinful rather than going to battle, but Sinne ansprechenden Bilder (Auge) und Geschichten
person, her faith in the Lord gave they obeyed ( (6:15-). Sometimes (Herz), Auswendiglernen und Erinnerung von Bekanntem
Her a significant role in Israelite , - , . :

- we can't see the logic in God’s (Gehirn) werden von Jesus auf hochstem Niveau verwendet.

history. God’s promises in the

book of Joshua :
1- 1 will be with you, will not have faith in, and trust His words.

plan, until we completely obey, Erwiesenermafien verwendet Jesus hier eine Zusammenstellung

der sinnvollsten Lehrtechniken.
fail you, or forsake you «1:5» 4- The longest day event, that

2— Thy God is with thee in
whosesoever thou goest «1:9»

« Schriftauslegung, als Zugriff auf bereits Vorhandenes. Die

God arranged to help Joshua and . . .
8 P] neue Lehre baut also nur auf altes auf widerspricht jenem
his army, who had fought hard

Joshua’s promise to God: «As . _ Gewohnten und Altem auch nicht.

for mé: anc. 1wy louse, we wil iTona e 2= <10) 18 8 dhad Die Lehrsdtze sind Kurzaussagen, fiir das systematische
serve the Lord» ( 24:15) The final example to show how much God gen, y =
concluding events of the book is willing to do'to help His people. Geddchtnis, welche in Form ebenfalls nicht ungewohnt fiir die
were. Many times when God answers damalige Zeit war. Diese werden hdufig genug wiederholt und

+ Dividing the land among the . N : .
tribes. our prayers, we acknowledge this gekennzeichnet, dass sie leicht auswendig zu lernen sind.

+ Joshua giving a farewell as coincidence, or we self-praise. e Die sinnlichen Beschreibungen Jesu sind die Metaphern,
Wffss- Glory be to God forever, Amenj karabeln, Beispielerziahlungen also die Gleichnisse Christi. /
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