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Highlights of

\

(" May the peace of the Lord )
Jesus Christ be with you all

the Biblical Message

With the guidance of the
Holy Spirit, we aim to explore
the main messages and the
highlights, of the book of
Genesis.

The book is inspired, it reveals
the origins .it was wriften 400
BC by Moses. The book clarifies
original creation, | and generations
including:

Generation of heaven and
earth. (Gen. 1:1-24)

Generation of Adam. (Gen.
2:4—5:1)

Generation of Noah. (Gen.
5:1-6:9)

The book of Genesis covers
the historic period from creation
to thedeath of Joseph.

Sequence of events as outlined
in Genesis include:

- Creation and generation

- Temptation of Man and the
fall

- First murder sin of Abel by
Cain

- God’s judgment by the
flood

- God's covenant with Abram

- Selling of Joseph into
Egypt

- Rise of Joseph to power

- And finally the move to Egypt

Through God's covenant
with Abraham, Israel receives
3 promises:

1-promise of a great land
(Gen. 15:18)

2-promise of great nation
(Gen. 13:16)

3-promise of great blessings
(Gen. 12:2)

so the creator created, and
made covenant."And in you ,
all the families of the earth,
shall be blessed “.(Gen. 12:3)
. this promise was concluded
in the person of the Lord
esusChrist.the seed of Abraham.

The main concepts and
highlights of Genesis include:

+ Creation is not only of man
and supporting matter, but
also creation of energy,
space, and time.

* Fall of the human race, and
corruption caused significant
separation,

started by the separation of
human and God (Adam and
God),followed bythe separation
of human from human (Cain
from Abel)

+ God's punishment with
flooding, in this humanity
was destroyed (Goduncreated).
except for Noah and his family.

+ As a consequence of
rebellion, nations were formed.
We are all children ofAdam
through Noah. Because of the

Qbelﬂ on at the Tower of Babel,

Fr. Tawadros
T. Abd-Mariam

Coptic Orthodox Priest
Huil, UK

Godscattered people over the
face of the earth.

The book of Genesis,

identifies the original 4 fathers,
they are known as thefirst
Patriarchs of the church.
God focused on one man
(Abraham), and hisde scendants,
through whom God blesses
and saves all nations.

1- Abraham, God cailled him,
gave him the 3 covenant
promises, and clearlyindicated,
that through his descendants
the world will receive salvation.
(Gen.11:10-25:18)

2-Isaac, God established
covenant with him, as the spiritual
link withAbraham.

(Gen.25:19 -26:35)

3-Jacob, God fransforms
this man from selfishness to
servant hood, andchanged
his name to Israel, the father
of the nation.
(Gen.27:1-33:43)

4-Joseph, who  suffered
from his own family, became
slave in Egypt, to riseto the
ruler ship role of the country,
he delivered his family from
the famine,and called them fo
Egypt......the historic journey
of the book of Genesis
isconcluded by the death of
Joseph.

The most significant highlights
of the book of Genesis, include:

Firstly, that the failure of
man, under every condition,
was met by God'ssalvation.

Secondly, it was necessary
for man to acknowledge his
failure andweakness, before he
would voluntarily choose God.

Thirdly, human  unbuilf,
disobedience, destruction,
and sinfulness, were allmet by
divine grace, and action plan
of salvation and recreation.

Glory be to God forever,

Amen. )

The Resurrection of our Lord
Jesus is our resurrection
(Ephesians 2:6). God has
created man to live, not to
die. We were raised with Him,
and accordingly we should
set our minds on things
above "the new everlasting
life," not on things the earth
has to offer "the old mortal
life" (Colossians 3:1-2). To die
with Christ is the end of
the "mortal life" and the resurrection
with Christ is the beginning
of the ‘everlasting life".
Believing in the Resurrection
leads to a life of righteousness
and virtue. Love of eternity
makes the righteous long for
something greater and more
eminent than the world.

The Resurrection gives

Christians hope and trust in
the heavenly world. With the
Resurrection we realize that
nothing is impossible.
St Paul, the apostle said,
"No eye has seen, no ear has
heard, no mind has conceived
what God has prepared for
those who love  Him"
(Corinthians 29). The Resurrection
is indeed joy and gladness.

As the gate to eternity,
the Resurmection has three
powerful effects upon our
lives. It promises us 1) A New
Life, 2) Etemal Glory and 3)
Restoration fo the Image of
God. These effects provide
the faithful with a desire
and passion to want to live
with God.

"l have been crucified with
Christ; it is no longer | who
live but Christ who lives in
me; and the life which | now
live in the flesh, | live by faith
in the Son of God, who loved
me and gave Himself for me"
(Galatians 2:20). The Resurrection
brings us a NEW LIFE
(Romans 6:4). Our life now is
hidden with Christ in God
(Colossians 3:3). Thus, the
new life starts here on earth
but we will enjoy its fullness
in eternity. The Resurrection
proves that in man's journey
of life, death is but a phase.
"There is no death for your
servants but a departure”
(The Divine Liturgy).

The Resurrection is the gateway
to the lasting victory. It is a
promise of ETERNAL GLORY.
When Christ appears in glory,
we will appear with Him in
glory too (Colossians 3:4).

What a wonderful thing to

Feast of the Holy Resurrection

Bishop Youssef
Bishop of the Coptic
Orthodox Diocese
of the Southern United States

look for! "But | saw no temple
in it, for the Lord God
Almighty and the Lamb are its
temple. The city had no need
of the sun or of the moon to
shine in it, for the glory of
God illuminated it. The Lamb
is its light. And the nations of
those who are saved shall
walk in its light, and the kings
of the earth bring their glory
and honor into it. Its gates
shall not be shut at all by day,
there shall be no night there.
And they shall bring the glory
and the honor of nations info
it. But there shall by no
means enter it, anything that
defiles, or causes an abomination
or a lie, but only those who
are written in the Lamb's
Book of Life" (Revelations
21:22-27).

Setting our minds on things
above, not on things of the
earth means seeking the uftimate
spiritual glories of the age fo
come. Remember your baptism.
Live according to His
Resurrection! Seek true life in
Christ. Put on the new man
who is renewed in knowledge
according fo the image of
Him  who created  him
(Colossians 3:10). Thus the
Resurrection restores to us
the IMAGE OF GOD that we
had lost due to sin.

In the Creed we recite, "we
look for the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the
coming age. Amen."

Let us all pray for the peace
of the Church and the world,
for our Pope, H.H.
Pope Shenouda Ill, and above
all for our unity with God and
with one another.

May all the blessings of the
Resurrection be with us ah'./
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(" From isolating to )
sharing Jesus table

The Resurrection

By,

of Christ, Fact or Fiction?

Simon was a leper with
a very bad skin disease
which led him to be rejected
by the society and isolated
deep in a cave outside the
city. His relatives and
friends used to bring him
food and drink and leave
it at the entrance of the
cave, for fear of catching
the nasty disease for
which there was no cure.
The Bible mentions howLord
Jesus heard about him,
touched him and healed
him, Mark 14:3.

Later on Jesus went to

Bethany, the house of
Simon who decided to
hold a banquet to honour
the Lord and to thank
Him.
He set the celebration and
invited Jesus to sit at the
head of the table, and he
sat next to Him surrounded
by all his friends and many
dignitaries and guests
and then came a woman
and anointed the head of
Jesus with costly perfume
made out of pure nard.
Neither Simon nor any of
those guests and friends
would have imagined that
a day will come when they
will be able to sit on the
same table together again
and close to Simon the leper.
The secret was in the One
who sat quietly at the
head of the table, Jesus
the Healer, who being the
creator of Simon’s body
had the power to remove
the skin infection with all
its consequences and
grant Simon full healing.

This story is, nowadays,
although for a different
reason, being repeated,
with  family ~members,
friends and volunteers
bringing food and drink to
patients and carriers of
COVID 19 and making
sure of keepinga distance
of at least 2 meters if they
have to talk to them, in a
very similar way to how
Simon was treated.

The only difference is
that, in those days there
was no hope for those
patients to recover so
they were left in those
Qaves until  they died.

By: Prof
Michael Henein
London

Twenty one centuries on,
we hold hope that in a few
days after isolation we
should be able to resume
our normal  activities
when the patient/carrier
gets over the risk of the
infection.

The third dimension of
the story which we should
not forget but work
onhardly and seriously, is
to encourage each other
come out of the isolation
ready to sit at Jesus' fable
and enjoy His company.
For this, we have to properly
prepare ourselves during
our isolation time with
honest repentancein order
to be worthy to feel His
Holy hands touching us
and granting us complete
physical and spintual
healing.

Lord Jesus, we entreat
you to enter the house
and life of every coronavirus
isolating person, touch
them with Your healing
hands and totallystill the
virus and its consequences
as you did with Simon.
We also ask you to
change their lives and
make them and us worthy
to enjoy your company
around your dinner table
as you promised ‘Behold,
| am by the door knocking,
if someone opens for me |
will enter and have dinner
with him and he with me’'.

Have a blessed

Pascha week )

The Resurrection of Jesus
separates Him from all the religious
leaders and teachers in history.it
is paramount to the Christian faith
and is one of its strongest
apologetic (defenses).St. Paul said,
“If Christ is not risen, then our
preaching is empty, and your faith
is also empty” 1 Cor 15:14.

If the Resurrection really
occurred as an historical event,
then Christ is He who He claimed
to be, God in the flesh.

With that, the question that we
must strive to answer is, did the
Resurrection of Jesus occurred,
and do we have evidence for it or
not? Let'sjourney together and
address this most pivotal of all
questions.

The Empty Tomb

Regardless of whether critics
accept certain features of the gospels
there is no early evidence that
Jesus was buried anywhere else.

All four gospels agree that the
tomb where Jesus was buried
was emply three days later. There
is good reason to think that these
accounts are not made up.

First, the first people to visit the
empty  tomb are  women.
Now, men are not known to write
themselves into stories as being
scared while the women stood
strong! Further, in the first century
women were not allowed to testify
in a court of law - you would not
want them to be the primary
witnesses if you were making
a story up.

Second, the chief priests
believed the tomb was empty,
they bribed the soldiers to say
that the disciples had stolen the
body as they slept, but this, in itself,
is evidence that the chief priests
recognized that the tomb was
empty!.

Third, Jerusalem was the last
place someone would make up
this story because all the people
who were in a position to challenge
the story were right there. It was
the only place in the world where
such a story could be refuted by
but it wasn', because it was
simply true!

The Many

Appearances of Christ

According to 1 Cor. 15.6; Luke
24; Acts 1:3, Jesus appeared to
over 500 people. These appearances
included skeptics and non-believers
of the faith.

Some try to argue that the disciples
hallucinated. Well, hallucinations
are linked in an individual's
subconscious. Any individual
may have a hallucination, but
identical hallucinations do not
happen  amongst a  group
of people.

And these people touched Him,
ate with Him, and conversed with
Him after His death and Resurrection.
He was real and alivel These
experiences move the resurrection
from haliucination to reality. Is it
possible to be sincere in one's

By: George Bassilios

belief, yet be sincerely wrong?
Sure! But the disciples claimed to
be more than sincere, they
claimed to be eyewitnesses.
St. Peter said, “This Jesus God
has raised up, of which we are all
witnesses.” Acts 2:32. He adds,
“And killed the Prince of life,
whom God raised from the dead,
of which we are witnesses" Acts

Adding further to the credibility
of these witnesses was their use
of the resurrection as the comnerstone
of the apostolic preaching.
The apostalic message was dependent
on the validity of the resurrection,
to which they referred time and
time again. If their witness was
false, there is no doubt that someone
would have refuted it.

The Transformed Lives

of His Disciples

Neither lies nor hailucinations
can transform people the way
the resurrection did. What would
they have had to gain? Christianity
was notreally popular at the time,
and it certainly did not give them
an elevated social status. Imagine
yourself having a hallucination
and then snapping out of it only to
discover that your best friend had
the exact same hallucination,
down to every detail! That just
does not happen in real life.

Moreover, the disciples’
willingness to die horrific deaths
for their faith is a testament that
what they were preaching was indeed
true. Yes, many people die for lies
that they think are true, but no
one dies for what they “know” is
untrue.

The disciples witnessed
the resurrected Lord and their defeat
was instantly transformed into
victory.

Conclusion

The Resurrection did not just
transform the lives of the disciples
2000 years ago. The Resurrected
Christ continues to transform
lives to this very day. He is knocking
at the door of our heats saying:
Foliow Me. Only in Me will you
find rest for your troubled soul,
healing for your aching heart, and
fulfiliment of your inner emptiness.
He whispers in our ears and says,
“Because | live, you will live also”
John 14:19.
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(" Wie wir mit Corona umgehen? - \

oder Verse aus den Briefen zur
aktuellen Lage

Wahrend wir alle versuchen
mit der derzeitigen Situation
umzugehen, bietet das Wort
unseres allméachtigen,
wunderbaren Vaters Antworten
und Anweisungen (Alle Bibelstellen
sind aus der Elberfelder
Ubersetzung).

Meine Empfehlung zu Corona:
Lest 1.Thessalonicher Kapitel
5. Hier fordert uns Paulus auf
in Zeiten der Bedrangnis ans
Licht zu gehen. Er emmahnt
uns fiireinander da zu sein,
Frieden zu halten, zu trosten,
zu helfen, positiv zu bleiben,
zu beten und dankbar zu
sein.

In den letzten Tagen durfte
ich die Briefe lesen und habe
ein paar Botschaften und
Mahnungen an uns
zusammengestellt. In den
Briefen werden wir an viele
Dinge erinnert, die heute (wie
immer) relevant sind.

1. Konzentriert euch auf
eure Kirche zu Hause!t
Timotheus 5,8:..Wenn aber
jemand fiir die Seinen und
besonders fir die
Hausgenossen nicht sorgt,
so hat er den Glauben
verleugnet und ist schlechter
als ein Unglaubiger”. Und
1.Korinther 3,16: Wit ihr
nicht, dass ihr Gottes Tempel
seid und der Geist Gottes in
euch wohnt?*

2. Das Leiden ist irdisch! 2.
Korinther  4:.16  Deshalb
ermatten wir nicht, sondern
wenn auch unser &duBerer
Mensch aufgerieben wird, so
wird doch der innere Tag fiir
Tag erneuert. 17 Denn das
schnell voriibergehende
Leichte unserer Bedrangnis
bewirkt uns ein (ber die
Mafien (iberreiches, ewiges
Gewicht von Herrlichkeit, 18
da wir nicht das Sichtbare
anschauen, sondern das
Unsichtbare; denn das
Sichtbare ist zeitlich. das
Unsichtbare aber ewig.*

3. Sorgt euch nicht —
betet!:Philipper 4: .4
Freut euch im Herrn
allezeit! Wiederum will ich
sagen: Freut euch! 5 Eure
Milde soll allen Menschen
bekannt werden; der Herr
ist nahe. 6 Seid um nichts
besorgt, sondern in allem
sollen durch Gebet und
Flehen mit Danksagung
eure Anliegen vor Goft
kundwerden; 7 und der

\Fn'ede Gottes, der allen

Michele Riad

Ein Diener aus der
Gemeinde in KéIn

Verstandiibersteigt, wird eure
Herzen und eure Gedanken
bewahren in Christus Jesus."

4. Gehorche dem Staat!

Rémer 13: .1 Jede Seele
unterwerfe sich den
lbergeordneten staatlichen
Machtigen! 2 Wer sich
daher der staatlichen Macht
widersetzt, widersteht der

Anordnung Gottes ... 3 ...
Willst du dich aber vor dei
staatlichen Macht  nicht
firchten, so tue das Gute
und du wirst Lob von ihr ha-
ben, 4 denn sie ist Gottes
Dienerin, dir zum Guten...."

Den Empfehlungen unserer
geistlichen  Vater folgend
teile ich hier noch die
wichtigsten Bibel Abschnitte
zur aktuellen Zeit:

1. Schutz vor Krankheit:
Bitte betet Psalm 91 so oft
wie es euch moglich ist!

2. Betet zu Hause auch in
kleinster Runde:Matthdus
18:20: .Denn wo zwei oder drei
versammelt sind in meinem
Namen, da bin ich in ihrer
Mitte."

3. Seid frohen
Mutes:Spriiche 17:22: _.Ein
frohliches Herz bringt gute
Besserung, aber ein
niedergeschlagener Geist
dorrt das Gebein aus.”

2 Exodus 15, 26: .und er
sprach: Wenn du willig auf
die Stimme des HERRN,
deines Gottes, hérst und
tust, was in seinen Augen
recht ist, seinen Geboten
gehorchst und all seine
Ordnungen  haltst, dann
werde ich dir keine der
Krankheiten auferlegen, die
ich den Agyptern auferlegt

habe; denn ich bin der HERR,
der dich heilt.”

0

as Wunder des Heiligen Lichts)

Von der Auferstehung Jesu
von seinem Grab bis zum
heutigen Tag wird am Sabbat,
dem Tag vor einer der
Auferstehungen, gemall dem
Kalender der ostorthodoxen
Kirchen Licht aus seinem
Grab in Jerusalem ausgestrahlt.
Dieser Tag in  unserer
koptischen Kirche ist als
"Sabbat des Lichts" bekannt.

Und das Licht des Grabes
des Hemrn Jesus hat besondere
Eigenschaften. Wir erinnern
uns, dass in  wenigen
Sekunden die Kerzen der
Auferstehungskirche angeziindet
werden und die Kirche auch
mit dem Licht Christi leuchtet.
Dies erinnert uns an das, was
in der Bibel gesagt wurde:
Llch bin das Licht der Weit.
Wer Mir folgt, wird nicht in
der  Dunkelheit  wandein,
sondern das Licht des
Lebens haben. “... (Johannes
8:12-16).

Ebenso verbrennt die
seltsame Materie im heiligen
Licht, die aus dem Grab Jesu
Christi kommt, nicht diejenigen,
die sie in den ersten Minuten
beriihren, sondern verwandelt
sich dann in Feuer.

Das heilige Licht wird am
Sabbat des Lichts aus dem
Grab  Jesu  ausgestrahit,
nachdem Seine Seligkeit, der
griechisch-orthodoxe Patriarch,
vor zwélf Uhr nachmittags in
der Heiligen Stadt Jerusalem
gebetet hat. Es gibt Stufen
und Verfahren, die stattfinden
miissen, bevor das Licht von

ihnen  ausgestrahit  wird.
Stellen Sie sicher, dass das
Grab frei von jeglicher

ursachlichen Substanz ist.
Fiir dieses Wunder wurde von
den Hénden des
griechisch-orthodoxen
Patriarchen ein mit Wachs
vermischtes Siegel aus Honig
an die Tir des Grabes gelegt.
Aus der Einreisezeremonie
des  griechisch-orthodoxen
Patriarchen der Grabeskirche
in Begleitung des
armenisch-orthodoxen
Patriarchen, Erzbischofs der
koptisch-orthodoxen Kirche,
Erzbischéfen, Priestern und
Diakonen. Und alle orthodoxen
christlichen Konfessionen in
Jerusalem. Beim Betreten
dieser Prozession beginnen
die  Glocken der Stadt
Jerusalem mit einem
melodiosen Ton zu lauten, bis
der griechisch-orthodoxe
Patriarch auf dem Heiligen
Stuhl sitzt und im gleichen
Moment um ihn herum die
Bischéfe, Bischofe und
Diakone. Kurz darauf betritt

der rémische Patriarch das
weilige Grab, nachdem er

Marvel Hanna

durchsucht wurde, um
sicherzustellen, dass keine
Feuer- oder Lichtquelle bei
ihm ist, bis zu dem Punkt,
dass er seine schwarzen
Kleider auszieht und nur
weile Kleider tragt. Diese
Inspektion wird sowohl vom
Gouverneur von Jerusalem
als auch vom Direktor der
Jerusalemer Polizei
durchgefiihrt, die natirlich
Nichtchristen sind. Dann
betritt der Patriarch das
Heilige Grab und halt eine

erloschene Kerze in der
Hand. Diejenigen,  die
Geistliche und Menschen

aulerhalb des Grabes sind,
beten, loben und loben. Sie
warten darauf, das heilige
Licht aus dem leeren Grab zu
sehen und die Kerzen, die sie
in ihren Hénden halten, aus

dem heiligen Licht
anzuziinden.
Nachdemn der griechisch-arthodoxe

Patriarch das Heilige Grab
betreten hat, betet er kniend
und erinnert sich an die
besonderen Bitten, dass der
Herr Jesus Christus sein
heiliges Licht sendet.
Umfassen Sie die Teilnehmer,
reflektieren Sie die Wénde
und zinden Sie alle Kerzen
aus diesem Licht an. Was fir
ein toller Tag!

Und dieses heilige Licht
ahnelt dem, was in der Bibel
erwahnt wurde und sagt:
“Und sie erschienen ihnen fiir
eine geteilte Sprache, als
wiére es von einem Feuer, und
es setzte sich auf jedem von
ihnen nieder."
(Apostelgeschichte 2: 3) Dann
beginnen die Feierlichkeiten
zum Sabbat des Heiligen
Lichts, und sie drehen sich
drei Runden um das Heilige
Grab, dann beginnen die
Rémer ihre drei Sitzungen,
dann die Armenier, wonach
sie die orthodoxen Kopten
drehen; Ostersonntag. )
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