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’Bishop Youssef

Bishop, Coptic Orthodox Diocese
of the Southern United Stat

I wish you a very blessed and joyful Nativity Feast,
confident with jubilation in the birth of the King of kings
and Lord of lords, and always assured that you are be-
loved children of God. On this glorious night, we cel-
ebrate the awesome Nativity Feast in which the world
has been invited to eternal life. A host of angels invited
the lowly shepherds to the obscure place where our
King lay. This is our Savior who came to rescue us.
"He has delivered us from the power of darkness and
conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, in
whom we have redemption through His blood, the for-
giveness of sins" (Colossians 1:13?714).

This Holy Child came to our earth to invite us to His
heaven. He entered the world, vulnerable and needing
protection and nourishment. He sought shelter, but found
none. He came in need to satisfy our needs. He came to
invite all humantty to share in His glory. He emptied Him-
self to rescue us. We needed a Savior, not a ruler, nor a
prophet, nor a sage. Thus, He came to us and became
one of us that He might rescue us. He came to the af-
flicted and the despised, the forgotten and the scorned,
the righteous and the evil, the wise and the foolish, the
rich and the poor, to every race and to all nations. He did
not recompense those who reviled Him, but vowed to
soothe all our sorrows and anguish with His love, ten-
derness, and acceptance as a loving Father. "For | the
Lord your God, will hold your right hand, saying to you,
‘Fear not, | will help you™ (Isaiah 41:13). He invited you
and me to be part of His family and heirs in His kingdom.

Snubbed by His own, He did not refrain to extend the in-
vitation. In a manger in Bethiehem lay the Child and Sav-
ior of the word. Maybe His lowliness would shame us and
transform us that we might learn from Him: "Come to Me,
all you who labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you
rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for | am
gentle and lowy in heart ,and you will find rest for your
souls" (Matthew 11:28729). He became like one of us that
we may desire to be more like Him. He continues to offer
us shelter near His heart and a shield beneath His wings,
but many decline the invitation: "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem,
the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are
sent to her! How often | wanted to gather your children to-
gether, as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, but
you were not willing!" (Luke 13:34).

The invitation remains open. He furnished the earth for
us, and also prepared heaven for us. His heart yearns
for all His children, and His arms are open wide: "He will
feed His flock like a shepherd; He will gather the lambs
with His arm, and carry them in His bosom, and gently
lead those who are with young" (Isaiah 40:11). It is time
we accept His precious invitation with love, gratitude,
and joy. Glorify Him and exalt Him for sharing in our
lives through His incarnation. Thank Him for He bowed
the heavens and came to rescue us. Rejoice in the na-
tivity of the Lord Jesus Christ in the humble manger.
Pray for our blessed Church that teaches us and guides
us like a loving and wise mother to her children. May the
Lord protect her and preserve the life of our honored pa-
triarch, His Holiness Pope Tawadros ll, for many years
and peaceful times.

God bless you,

My Beloved Children

\ Glory to the Holy Trinity. Amen. j

In the Name of the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit, One God, Amen.

I congratulate you, my beloved, for this
new year 2020 AD, and, for the feast of
the glorious nativity, in which we wel-
come the birth of our Lord Jesus
Christ, Who was incarnate for the salva-
tion of mankind.

I congratulate all the beloved ones in all
dioceses, and in all Coptic Orthodox
churches all over the world. | congratulate
all the fathers, metropolitans and bishops,
the fathers the priests, the deacons, the
archons, and all Coptic people. | also con-
gratulate the youth, children, youngsters
and elders. | wish you all a happy new
year always.

On the glorious Feast of the Nativity,
which we celebrate annually and marks
the calendar by which we live called to be
?the year of our Lord,? and recall many
narratives. One of the scenes of the Nativ-
ity is when the Magi came from the East
and presented three gifts. These three
gifts represent the life of a person; His life
has days of gold, myrrh, and frankincense.
However, through the Birth of our Lord,
Jesus Christ, and its events, God offers us
three gifts. God grants us many gifts that
we see in the events of the glorious Nativ-
ity. These gifts are offered by God to man-
kind to restore to the person his or her hu-
manity. For humanity, by which mankind
exists, is very precious. On every Feast of
Nativity, we remember three themes that |
will speak to you about.

The first is: humanity is fulfiled when
people live in love. When a person acls,
lives, offers this love, it becomes a way
to achieve his or her humanity |
would like to remind you with a certain
scene that we love. It is the scene of the
shepherds keeping watch in the fields.
They were living a very simple and hum-
ble life. Yet, they were living in love, love
for the flock and love for mankind. God en-
trusted them to be the first to receive the
news of the Birth. he angel appeared and
congratulated them saying :@ ?I bring you
good tidings of great joy which will be to
all people.? (Luke 2:10). Those shepherds
lived and offered love. When they re-
ceived the message of the angel, they
hastened to the manger in Bethlehem.
They were so glad when they saw the
Child in the manger, and they expressed
their great love in this visit. To us, this was
a lesson of expressing love and for man to
live this love always.

The second gift: we see was in the visit
of the Magi. The Magi were strangers who
came especially from the East. They were
scholars in astrology. When they found
this distinguished star in heaven, they re-
alized that it was a sign to the Birth of the
Lord of Truth. They took pleasure in doing
good in which they were very determined
that, and with persistence, they would find
the birthplace of Christ by the guidance of
the star. They offered good things. They
came from the far east met the king,
reached the manager and offered their
gifts. This shows that they wanted to take
pleasure in doing good and offer good
things. They did good when they came
and visited the Child, and when they of-
fered their gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh. But in this same scene, the scene
of doing good by mankind, we remember

\the people of Bethlehem and the man-

ger?s owners.

They hosted this poor woman, our
mother the Virgin St. Mary, and St. Jo-
seph the Carpenter. She was pregnant
and in need to deliver her Baby. There
was no place available in the large city of
Jerusalem, nor a place in the small village
except in the manger. All these people did
good. Therefore, the second gift is to learn
how to do good always. This second gift
that | offer is for you to do good. We say
about God: ?Let us give thanks to the Be-
neficent.?

The third gift: we experience is to
taste beauty. The Birth of Jesus Christ is
a beautiful sight, of which the most beauti-
ful scene was the choir of angels who ap-
peared in heaven and sang, chanted, and
declared: "Glory to God in the highest,
And on earth peace, good will toward
men." (Luke 2:14). This hymn and joyful
expression was an expression of beauty.
Beauly is a strong characteristic that is
experienced by those who live with
God. In His Birth, God showed us beau-
ty and taught us to taste beauty and to ap-
preciate every beautiful thing . Nature is
beautiful and the fruits of the earth we eat
are beautiful. What we see in the firma-
ment, day and night, is beautiful. What we
live in throughout the seasons, from
winter to spring, then summer and fall,
all are beautiful days. The days of a per-
son?s life, in general, are beautiful and a
gift from God.

These are the three gifts: Live with love,
do good and taste beauty.

These three gifts are seen in the story of
the Nativity. Christmas is a new beginning.
Christmas is a new joy. The Christmas is
a new message for each person to begin
a new year glorifying God.

I congratulate all of you for these happy
days. | congratulate you on the Feast of
the glorious Nativity. | offer love and
greetings to all the beloved everywhere
in the world.

I send you this message from the land of
Egypt and from the Coptic Orthodox
Church, he Mother Church that sends love
from all the fathers in the holy Synod, and
from all the fathers in all the Coptic
churches here in Egypt. | also send you
greetings from our long history in which
we are living that extends to all our
churches everywhere in the world. May
God be with you. Happy New Year and

Merry Christmas. j
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Ich hoffe, dass “wir uns nicht mit
Legenden...beschéftigen, die mehr
Streitfragen  hervorbringen  als
gottliche Erbauung im Glauben”.
(1.Tim1:4). Das Leben ist kiirzer
als, dass wir Themen wieder er-
forschen, die schon in den heiligen
Konzilen, die unsere Kirche aner-
kennt, entschieden waren. Die Zeit
sollen wir eher im Gebet, Lob-
preis, in Freude in Jesus, seel-
sorgerischer Arbeit und im Lehren
nach Gottesehrfurcht verbringen.

Aber was die Frage des Erbens
von Adams Siinde angeht, da wur-
den Pelagius, sein Schiiler Cae-
lestius und deren Anhénger ve-
rurteilt, nachdem sie das Erben
von Adams Sinde ablehnten.

Sie riefen auch zu einer weiteren
Héresie auf, ndmlich dass Kinder
keine Taufe brauchen bzw. dass
die Kindertaufe nicht zur Verge-
bung der Stinden sei.

Aus der2. Synode von Karthago
im Jahr 418n.Ch.kommt folgendes
(Gesetz 110) hervor:

“‘Wenn irgendein Mensch sagt,
dass die Neugeborenen keine
Taufe brauchen, oder dass sie ge-
tauft werden sollen zur Vergebung
der Stlinden, aber die Erbsinde
von Adam nicht tragen, die durch
die neue Geburt gewaschen werd-
en muss, und in dem Fall die Kind-
er die Taufe nicht wortwortlich “zur
Vergebung der Sinden” bekom-
men, sondern symbolisch, der soll
exkommuniziert werden. Denn
gem&B dem Rémerbrief (5 :12)
“..gelangte der Tod zu allen
Menschen” (Geschichte der Kir-
chenkonzile, der deutsche Bischof
Hefele, Charles Josef - Vol.2,
S.458; siehe auch PL, Vol. 67, S.
217; N&P. N.F, S. II. V XIV Canon
CX).

Bemerkung:

Der Text vom Rémerbrief hier ist
gemén der lateinischen
Ubersetzung. Ihr  entsprechen

auch die koptische und grie-
chische Ubersetzung. Seine Em-
inenz, Bischof Gregorius - Inh. von
Doktorarbeit in der griechischen
Sprache - (bersetzt den Text so:
“So gelang der Tod zu allen Mens-
chen, durch den, in dem alle
slindigten.” Das erklért er: “Dieser
heilige Text erkennt die Grundlage
an, dass die Silinde des ersten
Menschen Adam zu allen Leuten
gelang.”

Er kommentiert weiter: “Es ist zu
bemerken, dass die Ubersetzung
aus Beirut diesen Text unvollkom-
men niederschrieb. Aber der grie-
chische und koptische Text sowie
die lateinische Ubersetzung - be-
kannt als Volgatha - brachten den
Text hervor, wie wir ihn ges-
chrieben haben. Dann stellt Seine
Eminenz den Text in den 3
Sprachen vor:

 Sa-

von Bischof Rafael,
Generalbischof

Auf Griechisch

Kal” outwc ¢ na’'vtag
‘avBpwrouc ‘o B’avarog
5UnABev ‘€ w’ M'avrec
‘nHapTOV

Auf Lateinisch:
In guo omnes peccaverunt

Auf Koptisch:

\iten ourwmi ‘nouwt ouol ebol
\iten vnobi a 'vmou Jwpi ouo\pairh;
a pimou Je & oun érwmi niben vhe-
tauernobi n,htf.

(Enzyklopédie Glaubensthedlogie
- Das Geheimnis der Mensch-
werdung und der Eriésung

S. 237)

So gibt es hier keinen Raum fiir
Vorwlirfe, dass im lateinischen
Text das Wort “Tod" nicht erwdhnt
wurde und dass die Synode von
Karthago und der heilige Au-
gustinus Fehler gemacht und sich
geirrt hatten.

431 n.Chr. bestétigte die Synode
von Ephesus unter dem Vorsitz
von Papst Kyrill “S&ule der Re-
ligion" die Beschlisse der Synode

von Karthago. Im synodalen Brief
an Coelestin I., Bischof von Rom,
informierte ihn die Synode von
Ephesus (iber das Geschehen in
der Synode:“Die westlichen Werke
(Beschilisse) uber die Verurteilung
der Pelagianer, Caelestianer und
deren Anhédnger: Julianus, Pre-
sidius, Florus, Marcellinus sowie
Orontius....usw., wurden vorgele-
sen sowie das pdépstliche Urteil
und wurden einstimmig ge-
nehmigt. (Geschichte der Kir-
chenkonzile Hefele, Charles Josef
- Vol. 3, S. 69) siehe auch Glau-
benstheologie, Teil 3 - Anba Gre-
gorius; die 7 Sakramente S. 53;
Sammlung der Kirchengesetze v.
Hania Kassab S. 338, 339; Die
Gesetze der Konzilienzeit von Erz-
priester Salib Sorial S. 126.

Wenn eine Person durch einen
synodalen Beschluss ex-
kommuniziert wird, bedeutet das
natlirlicherweise Verbot ihrer Leh-
re und nicht blo Verbot der Per-
son. Denn es gibt keine
persénliche Feindschaft den Leu-
ten gegeniiber. So kann man hier
nicht angeben, dass die Synode

von Ephesus die Ex-
kommunizierung  der  Person
bestétigte, aber nicht die

Beschllisse der Synode von Kar-
thago betreffend die Lehren.

Im Brieftext an Papst Coelestin
steht darin: “Als die Beschliisse
betreffend die Exkommunizierung
der  Pelagianer, Caelestianer
(Anhénger von Pelagius und Cae-
lestius), Julianus, Persidius, Flor-
us, Marcellinus und Orontius und
derer, die von ihren Fehlern be-
geistert sind, in der Synode vor-
gelesen wurden, hielten wir es
(unser Urteil) fir richtig, dass lhre
Beschlisse, was diese Leute be-
trifft, kréftig und streng durch-
geftihrt werden sollen. Wir alle,
eins im Sinn, haben beschlossen,
dass sie exkommuniziert sind.
(N&P. N.F, S. II. V XIV, The Letter
of the Synod to Pope Celestine, S.
479). “halding them deposed”

Die Synode beschloss auch Ge-
setze mit der Exkommunizierung
von Caelestius, Schiler von Pe-

lagius, und jedem, der ihn und
seine Lehre aufnimmt. Das war in
Gesetz 1 und 4.

Gesetz 1:

Wenn irgendein Bischof (met-
ropolitan) sich vom heiligen Wel-
konzil trennt und sich der Ge-
meinschaft  der  Abtrinnigen
anschlieBt oder sich ihnen spéter
anschlies t oder den Lehren von
Caelestius (dem Pelagianer) zus-
timmt oder zustimmen wird, der
hat dann keine Macht (ber die
Bischéfe seiner Ditzese. Er ist
dann durch das Konzil aus-
geschlossen und ausstehend von
der ganzen kirchlichen Ge-
meinschaft. Alle Bischéfe der
Dibézese und die anderen in der
Néhe, die orthodox sind, sollen ihn
komplett vom Bischofsamt entlas-
sen.  (Geschichte der  Kir-
chenkonzile, Hefele, Charles Josef
- Vol. 3, S. 73; siehe auch Samm-
lung der Kirchengesetze S. 333,
337, Geselze der Konzilienzeit S.
129).

Gesetz 4:

Wenn sich irgendeiner vom Kler-
us abtrennen wird, ob im Gehei-
men oder 6ffentlich und den Leh-
ren Nestorian und Caelestius
zustimmt, so beschlie Bt die Syn-
ode, dass er auch exkommuniziert
ist (Geschichte der Kirchenkonzile,
Hefele, Charles Josef - Vol. 3, S.
74; N&P. N.F, S. Il. VXIV S.
461,Canon IV, siehe auch Samm-
lung der Kirchengesetze S 338,
Geselze der Konzilienzeit S. 131).

Unser Glaube in dieser An-
gelegenheit wird wie folgt zu-
sammengefasst: Wir waren in
Adam, als er stndigte; so wurden
wir Stinder in ihm, tot und ver-
dorben.

Der heilige Athanasius der Apos-
tolische sagt: “So wurde der
Mensch nach Gottes Vorbid ges-
chaffen. Auch wenn nur Adam aus
Staub geschaffen wurde, befindet
sich jedoch das ganze Mens-
chengeschlecht in ihm. (Bericht 2
gegen die Arianer, Kapitel 19,
Abschnitt 48). Der heilige gro?e
Kyrill sagt: “Denn wir stndigten
zuerst in Adam. Wir traten auf das
gottliche Gebot. “In seiner Aus-
legung von Johannes (22 : 18)
sagt er: “In der Vergangenheit
waren wir in Adam besiegt und ge-
fallen i. Durch das Essen waren
wir in Adam besiegt worden.
(Erkldrung von Lukas Evangelium
Predigt 12); wir wurden Partner
bei Adams Vergehen. Wegen
seiner Sinden wurden wir be-
straft. Denn der Fluch ruhte auf
alle; der Zomn erstreckte sich bis
zu seinen Nachkommen (Ver-
beugung und Verehrung mit dem
Heiligen Geist, Aufsatz 11)
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JACKIE TOURS

v TICKETING
v INCOMING & OUTGOING TRIPS
v HOLY LAND TRIPS
v MSC CRUISE
v LUXOR AND ASWAN CRUISES
V' CLASSICAL , CHRISTIAN & MEDICAL TOURS IN EGYPT
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